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SPACES: Oakland

An Immersive Storytelling Experience



SPACES: Oakland is a 
site-specific participatory 

work, created and performed 
with the local community that 

gives Oakland its life and 
identity. Local residents and 

artists work together to 
create a series of perfor-

mances that ultimately give a 
glimpse into Oakland, one of 

the most vibrant and cultural-
ly diverse cities in the US.

Note from Kaimera’s Artistic Director

The first iteration of Kaimera’s SPACES project was commissioned 
by the 2017 Harlem Arts Festival in New York City. The piece was 
created in the aftermath of the 2016 presidential election in the US, 
at the height of the refugee crisis plaguing the Middle East, North 
Africa and Europe, and the border fortification initiatives that were 
expanding all over the globe. It was a time of division, putting into 
question our sense of belonging and our sense of community. 

As we approached the Harlem Arts Festival commission, we were 
looking first and foremost to help unify, to strengthen bonds within 
existing communities, and to create new ones between people 
where they might not have existed. This felt like the perfect time 
for the simplest of artistic formats: Storytelling. 

I challenge anyone to truly listen to a stranger’s personal story and 
still want to alienate them. To be transported into a moment in 
their journey and then tell them that they don’t belong. To witness 
a stranger offering them a little part of themselves and not feel a 
moment of connection. To glimpse into what makes that individual 
tick and not fall in love with them, even if just a little bit. 

SPACES, which has since developed into a larger multi-platform in-
ternational initiative.  is our little antidote to the division our society 
has been experiencing, and a catalyst for healing and connection, 
locally and globally. 

We are honored and humbled to bring this work to Oakland, part-
nering with incredible local organizations, artists, and storytellers, 
and we thank you for being part of our journey!

Simón Adinia Hanukai

Sounds of Oakland

The soundscape for SPACES: Oakland, which spans four eras of Oak-
land’s music, was curated by the ADP.FM team, part of YR Media. 
Enjoy these incredible playlists at the links below!

1950s-1960s : adp.fm/spaces-oakland-50s-60s
1970s-1980s : adp.fm/spaces-oakland-70s-80s
1990s-2000s : adp.fm/spaces-oakland-90s-2010s
2011-present : adp.fm/spaces-oakland-2011-present



Our Partners

Developed as part of the Oakland/Saint-Denis cooperation project of 
Villa San Francisco in coproduction with the French American Cultural 
Society, the Institut Français, California Humanities, and in collabora-
tion with Légendes Urbaines, which brings together urban and cultural 
actors, institutions and academics in the San Francisco Bay Area and 
Grand Paris.

In partnership with City of Oakland Cultural Affairs , Destiny Arts 
Center , BANDALOOP , Downtown Oakland Association , The Townfolk 
Project , and YR Media .

This project is made possible with support from California Humanities, 
a non-profit partner of the National Endowment for the Humanities 
(visit calhum.org) and the Kenneth Rainin Foundation . Additional sup-
port is provided by the French Embassy in the U.S . , The Clorox Com-
pany Foundation , Decathlon Emeryville, and the MAP Fund .

Production, technical, and marketing support for SPACES: Oakland is 
provided by The Downtown Oakland Association/Oakland Central .

Land Acknowledgement

We acknowledge that city hall rests on the ancestral land of the Cho-
chenyo Ohlone people. We support and acknowledge the continued 
perseverance to reclaim their languages, cultures, identities, stories, 
dances, religions and so much more despite colonization, missioniza-
tion and the gold rush genocides. We subsequently acknowledge that 
our thriving economy and society was built by the forced migration 
and the brutal labor of enslaved Africans. We support the continued 
fight for justice, equity and inclusion by those ancestors, living elders 
and descendents of the Indigenous and Black diasporas. We dedicate 
the opening choreography to the land, the people and future creators 
of our collective community. For more information on the ancestral 
land where you now live please visit native-land.ca.



Special Thanks

Our most sincere gratitude to Marie Owen, Cece Carpio, Merry Ross 
and Patrick Zimski, Hallie Montoya and James Chasia, Adek and Nata-
lia Hanukai, Layeelah Muhammed, and Lauren Stevenson. The Oak-
land City Hall staff, especially Roberto Bedoya and Jim Macilvaine, 
who have gone above and beyond to welcome us into this incredible 
building. Juliette Donadieu, Julie Fry and everyone behind the Oak-
land/Saint-Denis cooperation project. And finally, a huge thank you to 
all of the partners, donors, and volunteers who have supported the 
SPACES project and Kaimera Productions over the years.

About Kaimera Productions

Through performances created collaboratively by experts in and out-
side of the arts, Kaimera Productions [kai-mee-rah] uses live perfor-
mance to bring audiences together in dialogue and examine some of 
the hardest questions our global society faces. Kaimera creates origi-
nal performances and live experiences that blend theater, music, 
dance, multimedia, visual arts and more. Kaimera is an international 
company based in New York City and Paris, with ongoing projects in 
the United States, France, Turkey, Mozambique, and India. 

SPACES: Oakland is produced by Kaimera Productions. SPACES was 
created by Jonathan Camuzeaux, Lauren Cox, and Simón Adinia Hanu-
kai. 
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